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ONLY SCHOOL INTEGRATION CAN PROVIDE NEGRO STUDENTS WITH 
EQUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. AS CONFIRMED BY BATA 
FROM SUCH STUDIES AS THE COLEMAN REPORT AND THE U.S. 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS REPORT. "RACIAL ISOLATION IN THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS," THE SOCIAL CLASS AND RACIAL COMPOSITION OF A 
SCHOOL STRONGLY INFLUENCES STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENT AND 
ASPIRATIONS. NEGRO STUDENTS IN CLASSROOMS WHICH ARE MORE THAN 
HALF WHITE. AND ESPECIALLY STUDENTS IN CLASSROOMS WHERE THERE 
IS complete INTERRACIAL ACCEPTANCE, A^-HIEVE AT A 
SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER LEVEL THAN NEGRO STUDENTS IN SEGREGATED 
CLASSROOMS. HOWEVER WHITE PUPILS IN PREDOMINANTLY NEGRO 
CLASSROOMS PERFORM BELOW THE LEVEL OF WHITE STUDENTS IN 
ALL-WHITE SCHOOLS. INTERRACIAL EDUCATION BENEFITS BOTH WHITE 
AND NEGRO STUDENTS BY OFFERING THEM CONTACTS WHICH HELP TO 
PREPARE THEM FOR INTERRACIAL LIVING AS ADULTS. NEGRO STUDENTS 
IN INTEGRATED CLASSROOMS TEND TO HAVE A GREATER. MORE 
internalized sense of control over their ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
ALSO TEND TO EVALUATE THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO MORE 
MIDDLE-CLASS, AND THUS HIGHER, STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND 
ASPIRATION. NEGRO STULENTS WHO HAVE CLOSE WHITE FRIENDS IN 
THEIR PEER GROUP MAKE THE MOST USE OF THIS CROSS-RACIAL 
SELF-EVALUATION. ANu THUS ARE THE MOST STRONGLY AFFECTED BY 
THEIR INTERRACIAL SCHOOL EXPERIENCE. THIS PAPER WAS PRESENTED 
AT A SYMPOSIUM ON IMPLICATIONS OF COLEMAN REPORT ON EQUALITY 
OF OPPORTUNITY, WASHINGTON, D.C., SEPTEMBER 3. 1967. (LB) 
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^ racial taraa^ tha caaplax coocapt of *aqual adueatlonal appcartuaity*' 
traaaUtaa lata affacttva tetaxratad achoollna. That aaythlag laaa th&s 
haa aat pravaa to ba truly equal opportualty for Na«ro Aaarlcaa cbildraa U a 
daaeaatrably harah fact of the currant acaaa - and thara la raaaan to ballava 
that tha aaM halda true far ahlta AMrlcan children aa wall, Thara are nany 
******* tranalatlan, a miabar of ahlehihacalva conaldarabla auppart 

fra* tha axtanalva ColaMn data. Thla brief auiMiry will utlllsa analjaaa aC 

thaaa data frea tha 1966 ColoMn Report Itaalf,^ the 1967 U.S. Ceandaalan aa 
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Clwll llfhta report on Racial laoUtlon In the Public Schoola, ^ and nova raooat 

unpttbllahad work In which I have collaboratad with Marahall Snith and Robert ’ ‘ 
Rllay of Harvard Unlvaralty. 

Th« mott algnlflMat sehool enraUCa af achtavaaane east seacaa vm- 
aavarad by tha Calam study Is tha aeeUl eUss ellasta af tha sehael<s stadsK 
bady. this Tsrlabla is ■saaurad hr tha saeial cUss arigina af all af a ..^ ib 
studaats; and it aypsars aeat critical ia tha Utar gradae and atwahat uts 
iayulaat far Magro than ahlta children. Ait bluntly, chlldran af all baak> 
graunds tand ta da batter ia schaals with a pradonlaantly aiddlaHilaaa 
and this tread la aspaclally true la tha later grades ahara tha full farce af 
yaar^cup Influanea la fait. This basic finding af tha Calanaa Kapart has 
AMn algcrausly ehallanged by a nuabar af aatbedeleglcal critics, am af 
*•“* Idai^iMl finding bad bean attalnad by thraa aarllcr 
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studies which aaploywd sharply a Afferent Maaiaraa and samples from thosa usad 
hy ColaMii,^ 

Tha racial significanca of this fimdaaantal aspact of tha Colasian Raport 
^cemmm otnricus as soon as wm racall that only about ona^fourth at «ost of tha 
Nagro Anar lean population can ba accurataly dascribed as ’^■iddla*class«^ Apart 
froa strictly racial factaors, than, axtansiva dasagragation is nacassary to 
prorida Nagro pupils with pradoninantly niddla^clase school sattings* Qi thaaci 
class grounds alona, Ragro childran in intarracial classrooas would ba azpactad 
to achlara nora than sinilar Nagro childran in all-Nagro classrocu, and tiiaso 
azpactations ara supported in tha Colaisan data« Nagro childran fran*teor« 
hair* vhlta classrooas scora highai on both raading and anthanatical achl< 



It tests than other Nagro childran; and this affect is strongest anong those 
who began their interracial schooling in tha early grades*^ In addition, Nagro 
students in <hMro th?in half" white cUssroons yield as a group hi^iar standard 
dowiiitions in teat scores than Nagroai; in classroons with fewer whites*^ 



But itrm these achi 



it benefits of the interracial classr 



Issalz 



• ^*®^cion of the school social class factor? Or are racial conpositian tact 
f^pandantly raUtad in addi^i<a? Tha taut of the Celenan Report is eqniweeal 
^ this point; it speaks of tha desegregation affect being "•••largely, perha^ 
^*^ted to«^^," or "•••largely accounted tor by«^«," other student body 
®*****ctaristics. Tha CiTil Ri^ts Connicsion^s ra<4uuily«is of these data, * 
however, focuses further attention upon this particular question ond finds that 
there is indeed a critical racial conposition correlate. The re<ianalysis wt- 
c overs relatively large and consistent differences in favor of those timlftli* 
grade Negroes who are in "nore than half" white classroons even after the two • 
tbetors of the Colenan analysis have been controlled • fenily social 



Cleveland, Stuaft* A tardy look at Stouffer*s findings in the Harvard nobilitj 
P^ojmot. Public Opin io Quarterly. 1962, 2^ Michael, J. A, High 

school clinates and plans for entering college^ Public Opinion Ouarte^lY- 
585«595; Vilson, Am Residential segregation of social cias 
ud aspirations of high school bpys^ Anerican Sociolosical Rsviey^ ifSf^ 
24^ B36-845, 

Colenan, et ©£• 

IMd^, p, 333, The scores of the few Negroes with all white olassnates havn 
the highest SD^s of all, though snaller cell sises are involved^ 

Ibid, , pp. 307, 330^ 
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class and sehoal social class* * ^ Tha apparent benefits of Interracial classroeas 
are not linear; that is, llegroes in predoainantly*vhite classrosM score higher 
on the STerage, bet those in claasroons with **less than half* whites do so bettor 
than those in all«Begrw classrooos* Qsce again» this effect of isprevod per- 
foraaace appears greatest for those Kagro children oho begin their blraclal 
Mlntog .in .the . early grades* llareeTer, it is not a zaro^sun gase* Xhe achisf«o«> 
sent sour as of white children in blraoial clasaes wlth**oore than half* white 

.otudenta awerage joat mm hl|h na thoae of eooparablo children in nll««hite 
pleases 

Tha Consisai n Raport also sakos a crucial diatinetlcn batween a sarely 
/dasagragatod achool and an intagratad ona* Oaaagregation InTolwaa osly a 
.spMlflcatlon of the racial six of atudosta - preferably, sora ha^lf white* 

^It doas sot iscludo any daacriptlon of the quality of the intorrseial.ciostoct* 
Iteoly ^sogrogatod achoela can ba aitfaar affactlyo or Inoffoctlvo, can boast 
itttorraclal acooptanco or intonao Intarracial hootllity* La irinwt, ji 
dosogrogatad school la sot socoasar:i^> a *good school** Recall tha lar|^ 
atasdard doriatloss for the test scores of legro childras U desogregstod 

those children sro doing extresoly well, but others ore not 
doing sesrly as well* What sccousts for the differencet The Cowissias’s re- 
***^^*f* Colesaa dats suggests that the explsnstoty Intervcslsg yariablo 

-iPterrscisl acceptance^ In the schools which can tnly bo doseribod as *lsto- 
grated* where aost teachers raport so racial tenslos whataoavar, Hagro ntudvats 
•▼Inca hlihar yerbal achlt^vesost, soro dofisito collogo plans, sad sore posltiwo 
raclsl sMitudas than coaparabla Hagro atudants in tanae, sarely *daaegr«gaeed* 
schools* Dosogrogstios, then, is a aeoessary but not sufficiost cosdltiss tmr 

Integration, for Integratlos isTolyoa la sdditios to racial six a cllaata of 
datomelal aecaptasoo* 

^11* Inportast, high achiayaaaat tost scoros sro surely act tha n^o 
goal of odueation* Isdoad, stay ndvooatas argue for intogratod aduoatlon -only 
^ tha aon-acadosic bosof ita of diyero^ cv!^tacta* Fropamtioa for tho 

^^****®^*^ world of tho future, they iaslot, domndi iatorraeial schools today 
for both whito and Ragro youth* Tho Coltaaa data spaah to this issue, too* 

^ U* S* Conaissies on Civil Righto, 0 £* clt*, p. 90* 

* p<. 160. 

9 



1616. . pp. 157-1S8. 



. 4 . 






Th« Col«Mm Report its«lf thaws that vhita studants who attond public achoola 
with Nagroaa arc tha laaat iikaly to prafar all-whita clasarooM and all«vhita 
"closa friandc"; and this affact, too, ia atrongaat ancng thoaa who bagin 
thair intarracial schooling in tha aarly gradas.^® Consistant with thasa rasults 
ara data fron Louisvilla, Kaiitucky on Magro pupils. In an opan choica situatian^ 
Magro childran ara far mors Iikaly to salact pradoninantly whita high schools 
if thay ara qurrantly attanding pradoninantly whita Junior high schools,^^ 

A Civil Rights Connission survay of urban adults in tha North and Vost 

•'*fS**® that thasa trands continua into a<llulthood, Nagro adults who thaasalvas 

attandad dasagragatad schools as children tand to ba nora aagar to lu\vd thair 

children attend such schools and do in fact aora often aand thair children to 

such schools than coaparabla Nagro adults who attandad only sagragatsd 

12 

schools as children, Thay ara typically making aora aonay and aora frequently 
in whita*collar occupations than praviously«*sagragatad Negroes of coaparabla 
origins, Siailarlyy whita adults who axpariancad as children ^ncagratad school* 
ing differ froa cosiparabla whites 4n thair graatar willingness to reside ia 
an interracial naighborhoodf to have thair children attend intarracial schools ’ 
and to have Nagro friends,* For both Nagro and whita adults, than, it appears 
that dasagragatad schooling doss in fact prepare its products for intarracial 
living as adults. 

Most discussion to data of these rasults has centered upon thaig "pradtlaal 
iaplications. But of graatar psychological significance ara tha questions thay 
raise conoaming tha actual dynaaics of the interracial classrooa and tha precise 
individual processes which undargird thasa crude aggregate findings, A number 
of fascinating clues concerning thasa psychological processes ara provided in 
tha Colaaan Rapert, two of which dasarva special mention: "fata control** and 

10 

Colaaan, at al,, o£, cit. . p, 333, 

U, S, Connission on Civil Rights, Civil rights USA: Public schools^ scuthai«n 
. statues, 1962 , Washington, 0,C,: U, S, Govamaent Printing Office, 1903, 
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S, Connission on Civil Rights, Racial isoUtion in tha public schools^ o|», 
cit ,. pp, 111-113, 
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Ibid. , pp, 111-113, 
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"soelal avaluatlon,** Tha forn^r it assant tally Rotter’s *4/itaraal-axtaz'»al 
control of ralnforcanaat** varlabla;^^ wMla tha lattar rafars to tba cross* 
racial cca]>arisons sada possibla by tha intarracial classrooa*^^ 

Studant parscnality variables are surprlsiasly strong Indapandaat cons* 
latas of tast parfcroanca in Colanan’s data for all groups of children^ 
diffarant naasuras pradict vhita and Nagro achiavaaent. An **acadanic salf* 
concapt" variabla - aaasurad by such itaow as "How bright do you think you ars 
in conparison with tha othar studants in your grade?** - provaf oora significant 
for whits parfomanca* But a brief scale of "fata control*^ indicated, for 
axaapla, by disagreeing that **Good luck is nora inportant than hard work for 
success** - is Mich nora inportant for Magro parfomanca. Mot surprisingly, 

this sansa of internal control aaong Magroas tends to be greater in dasagrs* 
gated schools* 

Clearly, these parsonality-achiavanant findings result froai tapping into 
a conplax process involving a two-way causal pattern. Not only do those Bagrs 
children with a sansa of Utamal control subsequently do batter in their 
school achiavanant, but those who do wall in school achiavanant undoubtedly 
begin to gain a sansa of internal control* Navarthalass, it is tanptiag t# 
speculate with Colanan that each child faces a two-stage problans first, ha 

that ha can within reasonably broad Units act affectively upon his 
surroundings; and, second, ha nust than evaluate his own relative capabilities 
for nastaring tha anvironnant* Tha critical stage for idiita children saans to 
be tha second stage concerning tha salf-ooncapt* While tha critical stage for 
hagro children saans realistically enough to involve tha question of nanipuln- 
ting an often harsh and overpowering anvironnant. In any atant, nora detailed 
axparinantal work along tha Unas of Rottar*s research and Colanan's specula- 
tion appears warranted* 

A nunbar of theoretical considerations fron social psychology • ranging 
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Rotter, J. B. Internal versus extamal control of rainforcanant* Psychol* 
_<>Rical Monosranhs. 196o, 80 , Whole Mo. 609 * 

Pettigrew, T* F* Social evaluation thacryi Convergences and applicatinw* 
la D. Levina (Ed.), 19^7 Nebraska Svnoe siun on Motivation, Lincoln, 
Nettnraskat University of Nebraska Press, U press* 
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from AllportU Intergroup contact theory^^ and Newcomb’s acquaintance theory^ ^ 

18 

to Rokeach’s belief dissimilarity theory - suggest a broad social evaluatiom 
hypothesis: Many, of the cons equences of interracial classrooms for both Nesro 
and_yhite children are a di rect functio n o^ the__opportunjytJ^a^_sfiffii^^|ijs««<»#» «j^ 
mrovide for cro8s»racial self»ev aluation» It follows from such an hypothesis 
that the more opportunities for cross-racial self-evaluation a school provides, 
the greater the consequences. And it also follows that those children for whom 
the other race become referent should evince the largest changes. 

These predictions are consistent with the analyses of the Coleman and 
Commission reports and with the conceptual framework and experimental results 
on btracial performance of Katz.^^ Hence, the repeated indications of the 
special potency of desegregation in the early elementary grades fit well with 
the self-evaluation view. Young children have less rooted self-concept ions 
and have not yet adopted uniracial school cliques as their chief peer referents* 
So, too, do the Coleman conclusions that the most significant school correUte 
of test scores is the social class climate of the school's student body; and 
that this factor is especially important for Negro children. Schools with a 
middle-class milieu furnish higher comparison levels for achievement and 
aspirations; and these higher levels will be especially influential for dis- 
advantaged Negro youngsters whose referents otherwise might well have lower 
levels. And the special efficacy of "more than half»» white classrooms and 
schools, particularly those characterised by cross-racial acceptance, is also 
consistent with these predictions. The integrated class and school are unique 
in the range of opportunities they provide Negro children for maximal self- 



Allport, G. W. The nature of pre judice, Cambridge, Mass.: Addison-Wesley, 
1954. 

Newcomb, T. M. The acouiantance process > New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 
1961. 

Rokeach, M., < Mesei, L. Race and shared belief as factors in social choice. 

1966, 151^ 167-172; and Rokeach, M., Smith, P. W., & Evans, R. I, 
Two kinds of prejudice or one? In M. Rokeach, The open and closed mind^ 

New York: Basic Books, 1960; Pp. 132-168. 

Katz, I. Review of evidence relating to effects of desegregation on the 
performance of Negroes. American Psychologists 1964, 19, 381-399. 



o 

ERIC 



- ? • 



•Ysluation against higher cenpariaen levels. 

The inclusion in Colenan's student sche^hiles of a questicm about cress- 
racial friendships nakes possible direct tests of the social evaluation hypothe- 
sis, All students tested in the sixth, ^Uth, and twelfth grades were askedi 
••Think now of your close friends. Hour nany of then are white? None^. less 
half, about half, nore than half, all,** Assuning ••close frieads^^ to be refcirent, 
the social evaluation hypothesis predicts that the najor consequences of inter- 
racial schools for both Hegrees and whites will be found asong those whe 
report ••close friends'* of the other race. 



The published analyses enploying the **close friend*' variable coifiriL. tliis 
hypothesis. Thus, with the fanily and school social class variables contrelledo 
Negro children with close white friends far less often prefer all Negro frintds 
and an all-Negro school than other Negro children regardless of the racial 
ccnposition of their classroons, Classrooaw with half or nore white students 
relate strongly to these interracial preferences solely because Negroes in tkm 
■«r« oftrn hava cIom «hit« friaada.^* In addltlaa, Nagroaa aha parttel^ta U 
extra-curricular activities acre frequently report close white friends, 

•cNlevenent scores and college aspirations present a sonewhat dif- 
ferent picture fron the attitude data. Having close white friends is roUtod 
neither to higher scores nor aspirations in all-Mgro classroons. But la nora 
than half white classroons Negro students with close idilte friends tend to have 
both higher achleveaent scores and college aspirations,^^ 



Friendship operates in a siaiUr fashion for white students, Haneo, with 
father*s education ccntrolled, having close Negro friends is strongly and posi- 
tively routed to white preference for an interracial sohool,^^ And recall 
that white pupils who begin their interracial schooling in the early grades are 
nore likely to have close Negro friends when they reach the nineth and twelfth 



er|c 



20 


c, S. Com 

Fums. 


lission on 
Schools, 1 




PP. 


97- 


-99, 


21 


Ibid,. 


P. 


103, 


22 


Ibid,, 


P. 


102, 


23 


Ibid,, 


Pp. 


lOO-lOl, 


24 


Ibid,, 


P. 


141, 



u 



TAB LSI 



VERBAL ACHIEVEMENT OT WHITE TWELETH*ORADEM 
IN PREDOMINANTLY •NEGRO SCHOOLS^ 
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3.33 


1.32 
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<.005 


<.001 
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Th«s« art tpiiclal analytet from tht Coltman Rtport daU (Coltman, 
tt^.i I966)t thtfft data art from tht mttropolltan NorthtatL 

f » 

All of tht lehoolt involvtd in thttt analyst! art from prtdominantly 
lowtr-stattts tehoolt tinct tht ctUt for uppor-tUtus tohoolt art 
too small for mtaningful comparitono* *'Low partntal tdoeation** 
applitt to chUdrtn whoso partntt avtragt lost than high oehool 
graduation (12 ytart)* 



Idt tilt piibUthtd AMlytM d« fitfe emidtr th« ehUd la tto 

pr«d«iiiaAatlj Hmto •eh«#l« Sine# vhita 9ufll« iA thM« §ch—U p«rf«ra «i CiMi 
«vwAf« Mm cMpftTftbU «hit« ohlldroi im ptradoaUuitly whit* soli«*2it ^ 
••ett.1 fradletita la that thaaa vhita ehUdraa la pradonlMAtly I«sr« 

aahao^.1 ir5,th olaaa Xagra Cirlaada will aeart lagag thaa thaaa vithawt Sacra 
ftlaada^ IS raaaat fcaUaiaaiqr aaalyaaa af tha Calaaaa data jfraa tha aatarafali* 
taa* Sarthaaatf thia foraiiatiaa la eaafiraad* (8aa Xabla 1) Xt vaald ayyaar 
tlMt faraal agfrafata aadala af tha eaaaaa«iaaaaa af latanraalal alaaaraaaa ara 
yaaalbla bafliuilaf with Calaaaa data aad a aaaUl awalaatlaa fraaairarh* 

Flaallyt lat it ba alaaw Ij atatad that Calaaaa aad hla aaaaelataa aahlayad 
a laaiaark eaatrlbatlah la aa aatalagly ahact ayaa af tiaa« Thaai^ aat wltbaat 
ita yrablaaa af atayllag, aaa«W(iafdaaat aad aaaljalaf thla aaaalwa aad aahitlaaa 
ata^r ahaald laflaaaaa adaaatlaial raaaarah aad fvaotiea far jaaara ta oaaaa 
It la af aaeaaalty a braadogaagady aggrHhta airway af idMt aaiata aav la 
daMrIeaa yoblie aohaala* It aaild aaitfMT datall yraalaa laarala^ yr aoa aa aa 

aar taat what haarioaa yabllo aahaala aaald yat«itlally baaaaa la tha hitxaa* 

. • 

b; xllar ta tha aakad aya aaayarad with aa alaetriMo alaraaaayat tha Calaaaa 
tayart aitllaad th^^. grata faeta af Aaaerlaaa adiaatiaa taday; whila tha yraalalaa 
af tha llaitad aayarlaaat la aaw aaadad ta datall tha wadargirdlai yraaaaaaa 
that ga laaaaa by tha airway* Ikaa fata aaatral ta aaolal awalaatiaa^ tha 
raailta af tha talaatfim layart ara riya far fnitfhl w«du 



^ Calacait JiiLhl^a lir htt«»a 3S8« 








